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social hierarchies, and their minds moved within the
horizons of a sombre and morose religion. To these com-
munities we sent rulers fresh from the world of luxury and
frivolous enjoyment, into which the sudden opulence that
followed the rapid acquisitions of empire had converted
fashionable London. The communities and the men sent
to govern them were of the same blood; they spoke the
same tongue, and acknowledged the same king, but the
Atlantic still rolled between them and they inhabited
separate continents of custom and idea. These men cared
nothing for the things the colonists cherished: their sim-
plicity they despised ; they sneered at their bleak and harsh
theology, and one of them published a proclamation against
hypocrisy. But they held of sovereign importance all those
forms and rituals of obedient loyalty, that are neither
attractive nor august to white men living close to nature and
the harder warfare for existence. Their despatches, the
opinions of rulers pursued by hallucinations of personal
affront, and possessed by the notion that they were dealing
with a people easy to overawe and dangerous to humour,
were the charts by which the government at home steered
their course over an unknown and threatening sea. Once
and again they hesitated and took their soundings, and
tacked and reefed a sail, but their final resolve to change
their helm came too late, for they were already on the
rocks.
Almost every public man In England had a past in the
quarrel with America. The Rockinghams had repealed
the Stamp Act in 1766, but they had also carried the
Declaratory Act asserting the authority of England over
the colonies in legislation and taxation. Chatham was
strongly opposed to that Declaratory Act, and his stout
sympathies with America provoked some of his most
splendid challenges to the Court and the governing classes ;
but it was a Government of which he was a member, though
at the time a disabled member, that passed the famous Act
of 1767 for taxing American Imports. Nor was this con-